Operation Blackbrook Governance Meeting
The management of off road vehicles within the Peak District National Park

Notes from the meeting at Bakewell Town Hall held on the 22nd June 2010.
Chairman – Constable 616 Kevin Lowe

Invited Guests – Mr Neil Hickman, DCC Assistant Director, Highways Area Management
                            Mr Jim Dixon, Chief Executive, Peak District National Park
                            Mr Andy Farmer, South Area Team Manager, Peak District National Park

                            Inspector Brian Hall, Local Police Inspector

Comments from the meeting
At the start of the meeting a non agenda item was the introduction of Richard Macer from BBC TV.
He is gathering information for a new three part series on issues facing communities in the National Parks. With the permission of the audience and invited guests he filmed the whole meeting.

Inspector Brian Hall explained the actions taken following concerns expressed by residents at the previous meeting. There has been a change in strategy in the conduct of enforcement operations.
More resources have been directed towards the issues of irresponsible use of lanes, including more response vehicles and officers, especially in the Hope Valley area. Unmarked police cars will be patrolling in Derbyshire and the Peak Park checking the registration numbers and insurance details of 

4x4 vehicles not only on the road, but also when they are entering or leaving an unsurfaced road.
PC Kevin Lowe and Andy Farmer have been involved in training police officers in the Buxton area, in the ethos of Operation Blackbrook. Previously, there had been little response to illegal off tarmac activity in Buxton. 
PC Kevin Lowe had spent two days with Dyfed Powys police evaluating their enforcement operations on the illegal use of unsurfaced rights of way.
Between 25th April and the 13th June, 108 4x4 vehicles had been stopped and 41 were found to be below the standard required for safe road use. PC Lowe stressed that the drivers of these vehicles all held a current drivers licence and their vehicles were taxed and insured.

The owners of the below standard vehicles were given Vehicle Defect Rectification Form requesting the defects to be rectified and checked by an MOT registered garage. The form must be stamped by the MOT tester and then returned to the police within 14 days.
PC Lowe had also addressed a forum of Rights of Way Officers at the Peak Park Headquarters, Loosehill Hall, near Bakewell. Mark Margetts, the UK Manager of Treadlightly had also made a presentation to the same group. Post meeting note: Other presenters were Mark Allum, YDNP and Richard Entwistle, GLASS & Stanage Forum 
We were introduced, by Mr Mark Everard, to a new Derbyshire Peak District Action Group. The Forum for Ancient Byways is a collective of Parish Councillors from Abney, Bamford, Bradwell, Edale, Great Hucklow, Great Longstone, Outseats, Pilsley and CPRE/Friends of the Peak District.
Their concern is about the rapid degradation of ancient byways through the action of weather and (you’ve guessed it), inappropriate use by motorised vehicles. They put forward a set of questions, addressed to DCC and the PNPA, running to three side of A4, covering the following points;

· Duties
· Powers

· How responsibilities’ are organised/Identification of Contact Points

· Resources

· Planning

· Monitoring

· Enforcement

· Provision for Off-roaders

Members of FAB pressed the invited guests for answers to some of the points stated above and as usual the FAB group were demanding TROs on several lanes. It was obvious that they had no idea of the framework and process of consultation which must be used in any proposal of a TRO. 

Unsurfaced rights of way which were causing concern were noted as:

· Bradley Lane
· Brough Lane

· Chapel Gate

· Long Causeway

· Moorlands Lane

· School Lane

· Shatton Lane

· Washgate

 Jim Dixon, Andy Farmer and Neil Hickman expressed their disappointment that more maintenance     

 could not be done on unsurfaced rights of way and budget restraints were an ongoing problem. However, Jim Dixon will consider the use of properly organised volunteer labour for minor repair work. Several members of the audience were particularly stubborn in their lack of understanding of the prioritisation of the available budget.

Andy Farmer stressed that DCC were responsible for safety and the surface of unsurfaced rights of way.

Mike Hunter, Buxton and District Land Rover Club made a statement that the members of his club were responsible drivers and users of rights of way with vehicular rights and  the club was distressed that they were being ‘tarred with the same brush’ as those persons who use rights of way in an irresponsible manner. He was also concerned that many unsurfaced routes have had no positive maintenance for years and the new management plans continued with this policy.

Towards the end of the evening, in response to a question from the audience, Neil Hickman stated that the only way to make all rights of way suitable for all weather use is to tarmac the surface!

To conclude these notes, a resident from Brushfield said that Operation Blackbrook was making a difference in their area.
Notes prepared by Brian Nicholls, 

 (Honorary Secretary to the Peak and Derbyshire Vehicle User Group)
